San Diego State University

Graduate School of Public Health Alumni Chapter

Meeting Minutes - #2

January 18, 2006

Alumni Board Member Present
Art Myers, President

Lois Kosiba, Vice President

Chris Gonaver, Secretary

Nick Haproff, Treasurer

Faculty and Staff Present
Ann de Peyster, Ph.D., Interim Director

Florencia Davis, GSPH Alumni Association Staff Coordinator

Al Chang, GSPH Faculty

Barbara Lefkarites, Institute for Public Health

Diane Barragan, Chapter Coordinator, SDSU Alumni Association

Minutes
The GSPH Alumni Association meeting was called to order by Art Myers.  Art welcomed all and self introductions were made.  The minutes were approved as written.  Barbara Lefkarites, requested that agenda item #8 be taken first.

Agenda Item #8 – Helping current students
Barbara Lefkarites provided an overview of the resources available for students to access web-based information regarding requested and available internships.  The Institute for Public Health (IPH) provides a website where people can post available internships or to request one.  Forms for internships are on the IPH website at www.iph.sdsu.edu.  

The need to promote this resource with GSPH alumni was discussed and using the GSPH listserve could assist in getting the word out.  An interest in capturing the “hits” on this web page was discussed.  Barbara requested that we review the available on-line information and test it out.  

Diane will see that a link is placed on the SDSU Alumni page.

Agenda Item #1 – Report on Museum (MOPA) function

The event at the Museum of Photographic Art had approximately 40+ attendees and brought in about $380.  From those receipts, a $100 donation was made to the Museum.

Agenda Item #2 – Update on proposed alumni questionnaire
A request was made for all to review the SDSU School of Business’ questionnaire before our next meeting and to have it sent out to all alumni.  The survey can be found at http://chapters.sdsu.edu/business/
Chris will review the survey and bring suggestions to our next meeting for modifying the existing survey.  We will try to finalize the survey at that meeting.

Membership was discussed and it was suggested to send a letter to the GSPH faculty members to join.  It was suggested that a faculty category for membership be included and that you do not have to be a graduate of the SDSU, GSPH to join.  Currently, there are 20 members of the Alumni Association, 18 live in San Diego County.

Chris was tasked with drafting a memo for Art and Ann to send to the faculty members.  The memo would let them know why it is important for them to join the Association and encourage them to be involved with special events, be recognized and feel part of the “family”, provide networking opportunities, and participate as an officer of the Alumni Association.

Agenda Item #3 – Plans for future chapter events
It was suggested that an ongoing calendar be created to keep track of events.

Diane reported that the SDSU Alumni Association holds a “Grad Fest” in April.  This is a 3-day promotion for graduates and she is encouraging all chapters to have an event between Grad Fest and the actual graduation in May.

Dr. Suchi Alaya, Health Promotion Faculty, has offered to host an alumni event at her home.  Ann will follow-up and discuss with Dr. Alaya that we are proposing which is a potluck mixer for new graduating students and alumni.  The target is for sometime in April.

It was suggested that we could work the Morgan Rogers and the GSPH Student Council to plan another even on campus.  The GSPH usually graduates about 100 students per year.

Ann reported that on February 28th, Dr. Harvey Fineberg will be on campus for a “Passion for Public Health Lecture”.  Dr. Fineberg was a past Dean of the Harvard School of Public Health and is now the President of the Institute of Medicine in Washington, D.C.  It was discussed that perhaps Dr. Fineberg might be available in the evening for a social event with students, faculty and alumni.

Ann will check on his availability.

Agenda Item #4 – Suggestions for Monty awards
Monty Awards are for faculty in recognition for what they have done for students.  These are provided by the SDSU Alumni Association.  One award per college is given.  Diane will check with the program director to determine the criteria and background.

Agenda Item #5 – Liaison volunteer person for website maintenance

There is a need for a volunteer to take care of the GSPH Alumni Association website.  It was encouraged that we try to recruit someone to attend future meetings a volunteer.  It was suggested that we ask the current Alumni Association members to see if they might be interested.  The responsibility would include editing and developing the website content.  A technical understanding is not required.

Diane is the contact for the SDSU Alumni website.

Nic with split up the list of new members among the officers so that each officer will contact 5 people and speak with them about participating in the Alumni Association. 

Agenda Item #6 – 25th anniversary activities
Item tabled for next meeting.

Agenda Item #7 – Membership wide elections of chapter officers
Diane said that April is a good time to start recruiting and that membership usually changes in July.

Items for next meeting
· Discuss #2 above – develop survey topics/questions

· Discuss #6 above

Meeting adjourned.

Next Meeting: March 1, 2006, 4:00 to 5:30 PM
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