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          SPRING 2019 
PH 497 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ) 
 
The following FAQ sheet will help you understand everything you need to know about the field 
placement objectives, requirements and process for site approval and registration.  
 

1. What is PH 497 and what are the requirements for credit?  
 
PH 497 is a 3-unit required “field” course to be taken by students in their senior year (Fall or 
Spring) and/or once they have completed a minimum of 90 units. The purpose is to provide the 
student with an integrative public health learning experience, where they have the opportunity 
to apply the skills and knowledge they have acquired through their coursework to real world 
experiences. The field placement also referred to as an internship or practicum and is an 
important part of the public health curriculum. Students are expected to work a minimum of 
144 hours at a site in the community for approximately 10 hours per week during the semester 
(could be spread out over two semesters if approved).  
 
Students are required to submit the following assignments by the due dates listed below (actual 
dates provided at the start of the semester): 
 

a. Internship Contract – Week 2 of the semester 
b. Mid-semester Evaluation (both student and supervisor must complete) – Week 7/8 
c. Final Evaluation (same as above) – Week before Finals 
d. Field Placement Project Summary –Finals week 

 
2. What is the criteria for a PH 497 field site approval? 

 
a. The site must be in the community environment which may include, but is not limited to, 

government agencies, community health clinics, nonprofit organizations, research 
institutions, advocacy and policy programs, and private institutions.  
 

b. The field placement/internship primary duties and responsibilities (minimum of 60%) 
should be aligned with the SDSU Bachelor of Science in Public Health Program Objectives: 
https://publichealth.sdsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/public-health-
objective180515.pdf 

 
NOTE: While it is expected that most positions will include general office duties, the 
majority of the time should be spent assisting with designing, implementing or evaluating a 
public health project or program. 

 
c. The site provides appropriate supervision with an agency/site supervisor in a management-

level position and is committed to being accessible and available for direction, guidance 
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and mentorship when appropriate. The supervisor must agree to working with the student 
in meeting requirements and assignments for the course.   
 

d. Professional Liability Insurance is required for all field practices. The SPH has established 
formal Service-Learning Agreements (SLA) with known sites for responsibility and liability 
purposes. An SLA must be in place with the field practice site before a student can be 
covered under the university Student Professional Liability Insurance Program (SPLIP). See 
a listing of current sites/projects with agreements on file here: 
https://gsph.sdsu.edu/fieldpractice/students/preparing.php 

 
If an agreement is not on file, the student must show proof of coverage. This can be done 
by either working with the Field Practice Advisor to establish a Service-Learning Agreement 
with your proposed field practice site (expect 2-3 weeks to complete), or purchasing 
individual liability insurance.   

 
 

3. How do I find an internship site?  
 

Currently, the Field Placement Advisor is in the process of finding opportunities specifically for 
public health seniors. These internship job descriptions will be emailed to all seniors beginning 
in mid-November 2018. 

 
Note:  Students have until the Spring Add/Drop date (February 1, 2019) to secure and receive 
approval for their internship/field site. Therefore, it is recommended to spend some time 
planning, networking, researching and assessing interests/skills to ensure the best fit.  

 
• In addition to internship opportunity announcements that will soon be sent out, you 

may review the List of Sites with Service Learning Agreements on file and begin 
researching/reaching out to contacts to inquire: 
https://gsph.sdsu.edu/fieldpractice/students/preparing.php 

 
• Follow local organizations/agencies on social media – look out for announcements and 

networking opportunities they post and get involved! 
 
• Ask other students or professors for ideas 

 
 

4. What should I look for in an internship site/project? 
 

A quality field practice experience is dependent on how prepared a student is. Therefore,   
careful attention and sufficient time should be invested in selecting the right site. When 
choosing a field practice site, the student should ask themselves a number of questions: 
 
a. Does the agency/project qualify as an appropriate public health field practice? (See 2b 
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above). 
b. Are the duties/responsibilities appropriate and relevant to my concentration and skills?  
c. Will I be able to apply what I am/have been learning in my academic program?  
d. Will I learn a new skill(s) that I have wanted to learn?  
e. Is the work setting/environment a good fit with my personality?  
f. Will I have the opportunity to participate in trainings, conferences or other professional 

development events?  
g. Does the Field Practice Supervisor have sufficient time and interest in being a supervisor? 

mentor? 
h. Will I be able to meet the time commitment and expectations of the field site?  

 
 

5. What are the steps to registering for PH 497 credit in the Spring 2019?  
 
Spring 2019 registration begins November 1st, 2018; however, students have through the 
Add/Drop date of February 1st, 2019 to register. Eligible students may register for the class 
without a site but will need to find one prior to the start of the Spring semester.  
 
Note: Some students may choose to find/start their internship before the Spring to start 
counting hours towards the 144 hour requirement. This is just fine! However, you will need to 
get approval from the Field Placement Advisor BEFORE you begin working and counting hours 
(see Step 4 below for details on this process).  
 
Step 1: Find/Secure an internship site that meets criteria prior to registering for PH 497 and 
prior to start of the semester 
 
Step 2: Once a site is secured, request for Site Approval by submitting the online Form 2 
(Site/Agency Information): https://gsph.sdsu.edu/fieldpractice/students-
undergrad/siteform.php  

 
Step 3: Once the site has been approved, apply for the PH 497 registration code by submitting 
Form 1 (Enrollment Application) no later than Friday, January 25th  
https://gsph.sdsu.edu/fieldpractice/students-undergrad/apply.php   
 
• The information will be reviewed to ensure you meet the eligibility requirements 

(completed 90 units). 
• You will be notified via email. If approved, you will receive a code to use for registration. 

 
Step 4: Use the code you receive via email to register for PH 497 beginning November 1st 
through February 1, 2019 
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6. What if I do not finish the required 144 hours by the end of the Spring semester? 
 

If there is a point in which the student anticipates not being able to complete the hours in the 
semester in which they are registered then it is recommended to contact the Field Placement 
Advisor immediately to discuss options. A last resort is that the student will receive an 
Incomplete for the course until the hours are completed. This is why it is recommended that 
students start to plan early and consider starting an internship in the semester prior to 
graduation to begin accruing hours towards the 144 hour requirement.  
 
 

7. Can I get credit at my place of employment?  
 

In some cases, yes. If the student currently works in a public health environment, the Field 
Placement Advisor may approve PH 497 credit at the worksite if the student can demonstrate 
that the experience will not be part of the currently assigned work-related duties. It is the 
responsibility of the student to negotiate a reassignment of work tasks and provide, through 
documentation, evidence that this concern has been satisfied. Students can petition for this 
option by submitting the Employer/Preceptor Verification of Field Practice form that is signed by 
both the student and direct supervisor. Contact the Field Placement Advisor for more 
information. 
 

8. What is the role of the Field Placement Advisor and what can they help me with? 
 
The Field Placement and Professional Development Advisor is responsible for the overall 
development, implementation and evaluation of the SDSU School of Public Health Field 
Placement program. In partnership with the faculty, students and external public health 
organizations, the Advisor works to align public health competencies, student learning 
objectives, preceptor needs, requirements and standards to inform the creation of high quality 
competency-based field experiences and professional development opportunities. Core 
functions include field site recruitment, education and technical assistance; internship job 
development; student assessment and placement; program development and evaluation, 
administrative design and compliance.  
 
The Field Practice Coordinator assists with maintaining an active list of available and qualified 
field practice sites for SPH undergraduate and graduate students.  She also provides guidance 
to students in identifying appropriate placement sites through notices sent out via school 
communications (email, listserve and Blackboard postings). The Field Practice Coordinator 
works closely with the faculty advisor(s) to ensure that internship opportunities align with 
curriculum.  
 

  

 


